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warm welcome to the latest issue of Fife Business Matters
(fbm), which offers a preview into this year’s Fife

Business Week (www.fifebusinessweek.co.uk). Returning for
its sixth year, Fife Business Week is an exciting initiative 
featuring a programme of events, workshops and seminars all
aimed at encouraging, enthusing and inspiring entrepreneurs
and business leaders in Fife. Please do join us between the 
9th to 13th November and seize the opportunity to develop
your business as we strive to make Fife the best place to do
business. 

In 2013, the Fife Economy Partnership undertook research
into exporting from Fife. At the time, exports from Fife were
estimated to be over £2 billion, which reflects the range of
world-class companies and services available in the region. In
this issue, we report on the launch of a new service, led by Fife
Council Economic Development in partnership with Scottish
Development International, Fife Chamber of Commerce and
Business Gateway Fife, aimed at developing Fife’s exporting
capabilities. Supporting the new service is a guide entitled
‘Expanding Your Horizons - Your Guide to Accessing New
Markets’, which features key information for accessing new
markets outwith Scotland. 

The last three months have been a busy time for businesses
across Fife. The impact of The Open was considerable and
was a wonderful opportunity to showcase St Andrews and Fife.
We know from past experience that The Open ‘effect’ lasts
well beyond the event giving the economy an additional boost.

Elsewhere in Fife, opportunities have arisen for new start-up
businesses and for business growth, much of which has been
supported by Fife Council funding along with practical guidance
and business advice from Business Gateway Fife.

In this issue of fbm, we mark major milestones for local 
companies, showcasing the innovation, longevity and 
productivity of businesses in Fife. John White & Son is now in
its third century of business, whilst Babcock recently celebrated
its centenary in Rosyth; Canvas Holidays is 50; and Morton of
Pitmilly celebrated its silver anniversary – congratulations to all!

Also, in this issue we meet Professor Verity Brown, the new
Vice Principal of the University of St Andrews and receive an
update from Fife Council Economic Development’s Market and
Supplier Development Programmes, which continue to create
growth opportunities for businesses in Fife.

And finally, I finish with some exciting news. fbm has been
shortlisted in the “Best Publication” category in 
the CIPR PRide Awards for Scotland. It’s a 
significant nomination recognising the 
importance of fbm in sharing and 
disseminating partnership information about 
the range of services and support available 
to local businesses. Indeed, making Fife 
the best place to do business!

I hope you enjoy this issue of fbm. 

Stephen Doran,
Chair of the Fife Economy Partnership

A

28



04 Business Briefs 05

ooper Software has been 
celebrating its tenth year in

business by reporting increased 
revenues. 

Growing from a single project
with one client when it launched in
2005, to become one of Europe’s
largest independent providers of
products, consulting and support for
Enterprise software and Business
Intelligence Solutions, Cooper
Software has recently secured 
business wins with global brands
including Olympus, SEMCO, BAE
Systems and YKK.

In the last twelve months
Cooper Software has expanded 
significantly and added strength in
depth across all delivery areas. It
was also shortlisted for the
Company of the Year Award in the
ScotlandIS DigiTech 2015 Awards
having demonstrated outstanding
growth year on year and its 
repeated ability to spot gaps in the
market.

For more information on
Cooper Software, please visit:
www.coopersoftware.co.uk. 

Cooper Software marks ten
years in business

I
FYJC supports 
apprenticeships in Fife

atalie Weir is just one of 126 young people who have started an 
apprenticeship in Fife since December, thanks to the Fife Youth

Job Contract (FYJC). 
The FYJC supported Natalie to start a Modern Apprenticeship at

Level 3, working towards a SVQ in Business and Administration, which
she achieved after completing a six month contract at Havelock Europa.
She is now working at Havelock Europa as a Project 
Co-ordinator and really enjoying her role. 

Natalie said: 
“I want to encourage young people who may be in the same 

position I was, and let them know that there is help available and there
are opportunities. FYJC is a great starting point for young people 
leaving school, college or wanting to start work that can progress into a
career. It certainly worked for me.”

For more information on the Fife Youth Job Contact, please visit:
www.opportunitiesfife.org. 

N
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arine Harvest is to create 260 local jobs after winning a major salmon
processing contract from supermarket giant Sainsbury’s.

The company, which commissioned its purpose-built processing facility
in January, is recruiting for various roles to support this new contract which
begins in November. Production will be stepped up at the processing plant
in Rosyth to supply Sainsbury’s fresh and smoked salmon, with volumes
estimated to increase five-fold. 

Andy Stapley, Managing Director of Marine Harvest Consumer
Products, said: 

This is excellent news for the company
as well as for Rosyth and will mean 
significant expansion for the plant and
more local jobs for the area.
The workforce currently stands at 90 and is expected to increase to around
350 by the end of the year.

Marine Harvest nets
Sainsbury’s contract

M

osyth Dockyard, which is operated by Babcock, celebrated 100 years 
of engineering at the site with a programme of events, including 

hosting the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Summer Soiree and Exhibition,
activities for schoolchildren with the final of the Primary Engineer Challenge
and the burying of a time capsule.

At the time of the Centenary celebrations, Archie Bethel, Babcock’s
Divisional Chief Executive spoke about the yard. He said: 

Our Centenary celebrations give us an
opportunity to showcase just how much the site
has evolved in the last 100 years and to 
celebrate engineering excellence. Rosyth
Dockyard has a special place in the heart of
the community employing generations of local
families across the decades. Our programme 
of events highlights how we have built a 
workforce that is skilled and capable of 
delivering the most complex engineering 
solutions and underlines our commitment to
innovation and growth.

Celebrations for Babcock’s
Rosyth Dockyard

R
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Itek apprentice recognised
at Microsoft Modern
Apprentice of the Year
Awards

n apprentice from Dunfermline has been awarded the runner-up 
prize at the Microsoft Modern Apprentice of the Year Awards. 

Andrew Sheriffs, joined Glenrothes-based IT support company, Itek,
in July 2014 and quickly developed a passion for finding technical 
solutions to clients’ business needs. 

Speaking about his first year, Andrew said: 
“I am really lucky to hear ideas being discussed in the team and 

at times I’ve been blown away by the speed and knowledge of my 
colleagues. I am so grateful to have been given this opportunity to build
my experience.”

Craig Arbuthnott, Itek’s Service Manager, said: 
“Andrew has been such an eager and capable asset to our team, it

seemed an obvious step to put him up for the prestigious award.”
.

A
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Babcock employees (L to R): Neil Cameron, Denise Young, Dylan Patrick 
celebrate Rosyth Dockyard’s Centenary 

Lamond and Murray

Salmon packaging at Marine Harvest’s Rosyth facility

Natalie Weir is working as a Project Co-ordinator at Havelock Europa

Lamond and Murray ready
for growth

nverkeithing’s Lamond and Murray Ltd is realising the benefits of 
working closely with Scottish Enterprise’s Scottish Manufacturing

Advisory Service (SMAS).
The company, which specialises in gear manufacturing, is set to 

see significant improvements in its efficiency and customer service.
And, more importantly, it now has the capacity in its front end 
processes to facilitate substantial growth plans.

This is a direct result of formal coaching and mentoring for 
members of its senior team, together with regular input on the ongoing
development of the ways of working, all of which was delivered by
SMAS practitioners. 

Iain Lamond, Managing Director of Lamond and Murray, said:

The Scottish Manufacturing 
Advisory Service has provided extensive
support. This has included the very 
successful implementation of 5S 
workplace organisation and visual 
management techniques, developing 
the factory layout to accommodate the
installation of new equipment and the
development of management and 
control processes. All of this was 
essential to our growth plans.

SMAS is delivered throughout the Scottish Enterprise and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise areas and is focused on 
developing a culture of business excellence in all manufacturing 
companies in Scotland. Working with thousands of businesses, 
SMAS plays a vital role in helping manufacturers achieve success 
in an increasingly competitive global economy. 

A Manufacturing Review, which is free to all manufacturing 
companies in Scotland, involves a diagnostic visit from a SMAS 
practitioner, followed by a report stating opportunities and actions 
for the company to improve productivity and competitiveness. 

For more information, call: 0845 609 6611 or visit: 
www.scottishmas.co.uk.

Lobster Pod celebrates 
flying start

t has been a busy few months for 
Lobster Pod, since its official launch

at the Skipper Expo by Richard
Lochhead MSP, Cabinet Secretary
for Rural Affairs and the Environment
in the Scottish Government.

It’s secured three contracts, the
first of which is with Aktar Islam
(chef from the Great British Menu),
for his new lobster and beer 
restaurant in Birmingham. Nosh and
Quaff has agreed to hold one tonne
of lobsters in Lobster Pods. 

Billingsgate Shellfish Merchant
and a large fish merchant based
in Scrabster have also signed up. 

In addition, as Lobster Pod 
seeks to grow and undertakes 
more trials of its product, the 
new start-up business has 
bolstered its team with the 
appointment of two new members 
of staff - Laura Johnson and 
Marek Wolf. 

Lobster Pod is really making
waves!

I



Depute Council Leader Councillor Lesley Laird,
Spokesperson for Economy and Planning, said: 

“Our whole aim is about making it simple for 
businesses to do business. By joining up the various
export services and support opportunities that are
already in Fife, we will be in a better position to equip
more businesses with the tools needed to tap into new
markets, grow and create jobs. 

“With the drive and determination of the region’s 
business leaders, combined with the provision of 
additional support this should enable local businesses 
to take advantage of growing global opportunities.

“Local businesses are already maximising their export
potential and we anticipate that many more will now
want to expand their horizons and play an important role
in making Fife the best place to do business.”

The drinks industry, and of course whisky, is one of
the great export success stories in Fife. 

Having launched three years ago Eden Mill, a 
distillery and brewery based in Guardbridge, is enjoying
great success in the Chinese market and will shortly sell
its products – malt whiskies, craft beers and gin - into
the Canadian and American markets, with exports 
contributing approximately 15 per cent to the business’
turnover.

To achieve this, Eden Mill has been working closely
with Scottish Development International (SDI) to gain
insight into international markets. A number of trips,
including one to the USA and Canada; and another to
HOFEX, an international food and drink exhibition in
Hong Kong, have enabled the small distillery to explore
new markets, build relationships, appoint distributors
and learn more of the legalities in these countries. 

Paul Miller, Master Distiller at Eden Mill, said: 
“The SDI familiarisation trip to America and Canada

was extremely insightful. It identified areas of 
opportunities for our craft beers in Canada, but 
highlighted an already strong local market for craft
beers in America. As such, we’ve altered our export
strategy for the USA to be more spirits led.” 

Other Fife-based industries in a variety of sectors are
also benefiting from the opportunities for export.

For Connect EcoSystems Ltd, manufacturers and
distributers of a patented range of decarboniser tanks,
it obtained assistance from Business Gateway Fife and
Fife Chamber of Commerce with funding to scout
potential markets as well as assistance on the correct
relevant export documentation. 

Whilst CluisTROM, which specialises in hearing 
solutions, gained financial assistance from Business
Gateway Fife and Fife Council Economic
Development’s Market Development Programme to
participate in a trade show. 

Neil Mcintosh of CluisTROM, said: 

We asked for help from
Business Gateway Fife to attend
the largest audiology show in the
country. Straight away my
Business Gateway Fife advisor
realised the potential the show
had for the growth of our 
business. This resulted in a 400 per
cent rise in sales and a huge
increase in brand awareness
south of the border.

As the Scottish Government seeks to increase
exports in Scotland by 50 percent over six years (until
2017), in Fife, there is a feeling of optimism, as 
businesses become more confident as they seek to
trade beyond the border and the support is in place to
help them realise their potential. 

A new report has
revealed that 
confidence has
returned to the
export market, as
smaller firms in
Scotland are 
starting to break 
into new markets 
overseas. Coinciding
with this report is 
the launch of a new
service, led by Fife
Council Economic
Development, aimed
at encouraging 
businesses to access
new markets.

06 Focus On: Exporting

FIFE LAUNCHES NEW 
SERVICE TO ENCOURAGE
EXPORTING
A
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recent report by Clydesdale Bank has revealed that 
smaller firms in Scotland are considering breaking

into new overseas markets as a result of improving 
economic conditions at home.  

The research showed that a third of Scottish small
and medium-sized businesses plan to start exporting or
increase their overseas sales in the year ahead.
Overseas sales currently account for 24 per cent of
turnover for existing exporters, with the figure expected
to grow to 26 per cent over the next year.

This report, combined with recent statistics from the
Scottish Government, which revealed that £27.9 billion
worth of Scottish goods and services were exported
across the world in 2013 - a rise of £1.9 billion in a
year - highlights the strength of the Scottish brand to
international markets. 

Fife exports are estimated to be worth just over £2
billion (latest figures from the Fife Economy Partnership
2013 survey).

To encourage investment and exports as a route to a
more balanced economy, a partnership led by Fife
Council Economic Development and including Scottish
Development International, Fife Chamber of Commerce
and Business Gateway Fife has been established. Its
aim is to provide a collaborative approach to support
business access to new markets.

The single access service, which will be delivered by
Business Gateway Fife on behalf of all the partners, will
help businesses to identify export opportunities, reach
new customers, access in-country knowledge and 
international market intelligence, maximise e-commerce
opportunities as well as offer seminars and training.
Support to showcase brands internationally at events
and tradeshows will also be available.

At the core of this new service is a guide, entitled
‘Expanding Your Horizons: Your Guide to
Accessing New Markets’, which is aimed at 
equipping businesses with key information on 
accessing support for trading outwith Scotland. 

FAR LEFT: ‘Expanding Your
Horizons: Your Guide to Accessing
New Markets’ has been launched by
Fife Council Economic Development,
Scottish Development International,
Fife Chamber of Commerce and
Business Gateway Fife, to equip 
businesses with key information on
accessing support for trading outwith
Scotland

BELOW: Eden Mill is enjoying export
success

For your copy of ‘Expanding
Your Horizons: Your Guide to
Accessing New Markets’ please
visit: 
www.businessgatewayfife.com/
international-trading

Or, for help and support in 
accessing new markets, please
call Business Gateway Fife on:
01592 858333 or 
email: success@bgfife.co.uk

“

“
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08 Business Support

ollowing on from the success of 2014, Fife 
Business Week is returning in 2015 with its most

comprehensive line-up yet.
Branded under the Fife Economy Partnership, 

the week will comprise of a programme of inspiring 
business seminars, workshops, masterclasses and
networking opportunities that will bring together 
private and public sector organisations in a bid to 
promote business opportunities. The week will be 
co-ordinated with a number of key partners and 
professional intermediaries across Fife to deliver 
sector specific business events.

Fife Business Week will take place from the 
9th to 13th of November 2015, with over 30 events 
confirmed, all of which reflect the priorities and key
issues of business today and include seminars on
social media; cloud computing; growing your business;
and a Meet the Buyer event to highlight forthcoming
supply chain opportunities.

Stephen Doran, Chair of the Fife Economy
Partnership, said: 

Now in its sixth year, Fife
Business Week is a valuable
opportunity for businesses of 
all sizes and from all sectors to
develop and grow, whilst 
making Fife the best place to
do business. 

In Fife we have a broad mix
of public and private sector 

support agencies, business experts
and entrepreneurs who can work
together to stimulate discussion,
sharing of ideas and best practice
as well as opening up networks
and business opportunities. 
Fife Business Week offers an 
invaluable platform to achieve
this.

Depute Council Leader Councillor Lesley Laird,
Spokesperson for Economy and Planning, said:

“This year’s Fife Business Week is focused on the 
changing business environment and offers valuable insight
into issues affecting all companies and sectors from 
workforce development, managing business finance and
strategy and digital connectivity. Each year Fife Business
Week has offered stimulating programmes of events and
we have seen skills developed and collaborative 
relationships built. This year we hope to build on that and
support new entrepreneurs and established businesses
looking for a new stage of growth move into 2016 with a
new vigour.”

Councillor Laird added: 
“Fife Council and the Fife Economy Partnership are

ambitious to see the local economy flourish and we are
grateful to our partners for their support during Fife
Business Week. They will run an informative line-up of
events to share their knowledge and expertise. Local 
businesses will also see the range of public and private 
sector support agencies, business experts and 
entrepreneurs keen to help them move their 
businesses forward."

Fife Business Week
is an established
event in the Fife
business calendar.
Returning for a
sixth year, it aims
to inspire business
growth and make
Fife the best place
to do business.

FIFE BUSINESS WEEK – 
HELPING BUSINESSES SUCCEED!

F

fife
weekbusiness

2015

“

“
Launching Fife Business Week.
Back row (L – R): Bill Kelly
(Managing Director, Vozero); 
Sam Greer (Group Development
Manager, Itek); Karen Cassells
(Business Gateway Fife) and 
Craig Arbuthnott (Technical
Services Manager, Itek). 
Front row (L – R): Pamela Stevenson
(Fife Council Economic
Development); Councillor Lesley
Laird (Depute Leader and Executive
Spokesperson Economy and
Planning) and Euan Fielder (Group
Managing Director, Itek). 

COMELY PARK BUSINESS CENTRE
16 Comely Park Dunfermline Fife KY12 7HU
T: 01383 629899  F: 01383 629898 
E: info@comelypark.com

16COMELY PARK
DUNFERMLINE

Comely Park Business Centre offers:

• Virtual  Offices
• Video Conferencing
• Meeting Rooms
• Serviced Offices
• Hot Desk
• IT Services
• Telecom

Comely Park Business Centre has serviced
offices ranging from 2 desk to 6 desk as well 
as a 3 Roomed Suite of offices at Comely Park
Business Centre Kirkgate Annexe, only 
5 minutes from the main office.

Comely Park Business Centre provides a
bespoke service tailored to meet our customer`s
exact requirements; no more having to choose
from limited, standard options.

Gathered from years of hospitality experience,
the resulting transformations to this prestigious
Victorian building meet the highest demands,
helping local businesses seeking the very best 
in Business Centres.

In January 2014 Mr Andrew Flinn, The Director,
opened a new prestigious Business Centre in
the heart of the Dunfermline old town. It differs
from others as it offers a level of prestige and
professionalism that is difficult to find in more
modern, clinical offices.



10 Also in the News

remier bag manufacturer Smith
Anderson welcomed Robert

Balfour, Lord-Lieutenant of Fife to 
officially open its new manufacturing
facility in Kirkcaldy. 

At the opening, Michael
Longstaffe, Chief Executive Officer
of Smith Anderson, said: 

“This is a memorable day for
Smith Anderson. Rosslyn
Commerce Park is a fantastic new
site, with facilities we could only
have dreamed of five years ago.
Consolidation after relocation is now
complete and we are very optimistic
that 2016 will be the first of many
record breaking and profitable years
for our staff, shareholders and 
customers alike.”

Smith Anderson dedicated its
official opening to local cancer care
charity, Maggie’s Fife, to which it
has donated over £15,000 in the
last two years.

Smith Anderson celebrates
warehouse completion delegation of Fife 

companies undertook a
successful visit to Defence &
Security Equipment International
(DSEI), a world leading defence
and security event, in London. 

Representatives from Facts
Precision, Greenfold Systems,
Ductform Ventilation and Clean
Power Solutions attended the
event to develop international

relationships and generate new
business opportunities. 

The trip was part-funded by
Fife Council Economic
Development’s Market
Development Programme and
enabled the companies to meet
with top level international 
military staff, major procurement
officials and contractors and
suppliers.

A
P
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Eilidh Smith and John Parker of Morton of 
Pitmilly celebrate the business’ 25th year

t’s been a summer of celebration 
for two Fife businesses, both of

which reached major milestones. 
Scotland’s oldest family 

business, John White & Son
(Weighing Machines) Ltd marked its
300th year in business, whilst
Kingsbarns’ family business, Morton
of Pitmilly has been celebrating its
silver anniversary.

John White & Son employees
- former and current - came 
together to celebrate three centuries
of industrial history, which began in
1715 when blacksmith John White
made a ‘particularly fine’ beam end
scale. Now in its eighth generation
of change and innovation, the 
business continues at the forefront
of technology, developing products
and looking for new markets.

Morton of Pitmilly’s 25th year
in business celebrations coincided
with The Open in nearby 
St Andrews, which saw the 
self-catering business enjoy full
occupancy – a welcome bonus!

Fife businesses hit major
milestones

I

Smith Anderson welcomed Robert Balfour,
Lord-Lieutenant of Fife to officially launch 
its new manufacturing facility 

FIFE COMPANIES ATTEND DSEI

upils from Glenwood High 
and Kirkcaldy High Schools

have been given an insight into
the energy industry through The
Fife Energy Skills Hub. Twenty
seven pupils worked with energy
sector companies and lecturers
from Fife College to find out

more about the skills required to
work in the industry, as they 
considered their future careers. 

The programme, 
co-ordinated and delivered by
Your Future is Energy, is now
set to be rolled out further.

P

ENERGY SKILLS HUB OFFERS YOUNG
PEOPLE PATHWAY INTO INDUSTRY

Pupils from Kirkcaldy High and Glenwood High with teachers and representatives
from energy sector companies 

he eighth annual Kingdom 
FM Local Hero Awards was

an evening in which individuals,
schools and voluntary 
organisations were recognised 
for the outstanding contribution
they make to the Fife community. 

In front of 300 guests who
gathered at the Rothes Hall,
Glenrothes for the ceremony, the
Little Herb Company, set-up by
Lindsey Anderson and Michelle
Wilkinson in April 2014, was 
presented with the new business
start-up award, sponsored by Fife
Council Economic Development. 

Arro Lighting and Love
Restored were runners-up in the
category. 

T 
CELEBRATING THE BEST OF FIFE

Pamela Stevenson, Lead Officer, 
Fife Council Economic Development
with the finalists of the New Business
Start-up Award at the Kingdom FM
Local Hero Awards 

To submit your company news to fbm, please email: 
editor@fifebusinessmatters.co.uk 
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Employability Focus

Fife project to support long term unemployed 
Fifers whilst improving the look of local areas has

delivered 37 community-based projects since 
inception in November 2014, and in the last nine
months has put 17 trainees through a 13-week paid
training programme. 

The Fife Community Works Programme, a two
year initiative, delivered in partnership with social
enterprises, Fife Council Area Managers, community
groups and employability training providers aims to
offer useful skills development to candidates, whilst
improving local amenities through a range of 
environmental works.

A vast range of projects have taken place 
including the renovation of Lochore War Memorial 
and enhancement works to Carleton Nursery’s garden
including the assembly of a wooden fence, the 
creation of a secret corner, sandpit and stone-edge
woodchip path. A team also created a stunning
memorial in Glencraig in recognition of Peter
Johnston, a legendary footballer and someone who 

fought bravely for his country during the First 
World War.

Sean McEneany successfully secured 
employment following his 13-week placement within
the Programme. He said: 

“The Fife Community Works Programme helped
me gain knowledge, skills and hands-on experience
from supporting the delivery of projects around Fife.
As a result, I secured a job within Fife Council’s
Bereavement Services as a seasonal gardener.”

A further 16 projects are ongoing with twelve
more being costed.

Depute Council Leader Councillor Lesley Laird,
Spokesperson for Economy and Planning, said:

This a superb initiative
which helps more long term
unemployed Fifers to find their
way back into work whilst
offering a quick and easy way
to spruce up local areas.

Councillor Laird added: 
“Youth and long term unemployment in Fife

remain higher than the average for Scotland. We need
to ensure we have a range of ways that offer support
for people to develop skills that will prepare them for
the working world.

“This is an ambitious project which is making real
improvements in lots of people’s lives and the local
communities in which they live.”

The Fife Community Works Programme is 
looking for projects like upgrading paths, developing
and upgrading parks and allotments, environmental
improvements such as tree planting, woodland 
management or fencing. Funding is available for 
internal and external partners to bid for; and the
Programme can now accept bids to fund projects up
to 30 per cent of total costs up to a maximum of
£30,000. Application forms are available and will be
considered focusing on the number of training or job
opportunities the project will create.

An initiative 
supporting 
unemployed Fifers
into work whilst
improving the
local environment
is well underway
and achieving 
outstanding
results. 

FIFE COMMUNITY WORKS
PROGRAMME CREATES PATHWAY
INTO WORK

A
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The Fife Community Works Programme aims to provide
730 people with placements and support 90 local 
environment projects over two years, to help improve
the environment of town centres and green spaces. 

Organisations with a potential project for the 
Fife Community Works Programme team, or if you
would like more information, please contact: 
Stewart Christie, Fife Community Works Programme
Manager by email: Stewart.Christie@fife.gov.uk
or call: 03451 555555

Top: Peter Johnston memorial – a team
constructed benches, established the
bedding plants and erected fencing

Above: Councillors, officials, partners and
Fife Community Works Programme
squad at the official launch of the
Programme, which took place at
Lochore War Memorial

Right: Enhancements to Carleton
Nursery garden were undertaken

12 Celebrating Success

anvas Holidays is an award-winning package 
holiday company, headquartered in East Port,

Dunfermline, where it employs 60 staff. 
In 2015 the company is celebrating its 50th

anniversary. In 1965, it offered two sites in Northern
France. Over the last 50 years, the company has
grown and expanded, now boasting 118 sites across
nine European countries and is a shining
example of the evolution of camping. In 2014 it was 
voted the Best Medium Camping & Mobile Holiday 

Company at the British Travel Awards.
In celebration of its 50th anniversary, the company

has set out to engage with the local community in
Fife, by supporting a number of events and initiatives
in line with its core values.

Starting off with providing a lifeline to the 
previously cancelled charity event, the Limekilns Dip
on 1 January 2015, Canvas Holidays has since gone
on to sponsor the Kingdom Crits mountain bike race
series for kids and the Dunfermline Community
Champion Awards, where the three children 
nominated in the Little Champion category were given
a holiday for them and their family.  The company also
put on balance bike activity at the Dunfermline Crit on
4 June, giving 30 young Fife children their first lesson
in riding a bike.

The company also continues to fundraise for its
nominated charity, Fife Young Carers, for which it
raised £6324 in 2014. 

Further details can be found at: 
www.canvasholidays.co.uk.

Dunfermline 
travel company
celebrates 50th
anniversary and
expansion to 
118 sites across
nine European
countries. 

CANVAS HOLIDAYS 
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 

C

Simon Allan, MD for Canvas Holidays, has worked at the company 
for 25 years and, along with the company, celebrates his 50th 
birthday in 2015 



14 Start-up Funding Focus on: Employability

eremy Wooldridge and Mathew Scott (both 27) 
took the plunge to set-up a gardening business

together in April and following recommendations from
friends approached The Prince’s Trust Youth Business
Scotland (PTYBS) for help.

Within one month Gardens Unlimited had 
developed a business plan, tested their business idea
and secured a £5000 low interest loan to purchase a
van and essential tools, having impressed a business
panel of four. 

Speaking to fbm, Jeremy said: 
“PTYBS has given us the opportunity to start-up

in business and we’ve embraced the help, support
and advice offered. We’ve purchased a newer, more
reliable van following advice from the business panel;
we’ve undertaken PTYBS finance training courses;
and we keep in regular contact with Marissa, our 
business advisor, for help along the way.” 

Gardens Unlimited has secured regular contracts
through word of mouth and has high hopes for its
future. After just six months in business turnover has
exceeded expectations enabling investment into new
machinery and additional tools. The vision is to get at
least one more vehicle on the road and employ two or
three labourers.

For more information, visit: 
http://gardensunlimited.weebly.com. 

One of the biggest
challenges when
starting your own
business can be the
question of funding
- Gardens Unlimited
approached PTYBS
for a business 
start-up loan. 

J

Start-up loan puts
Gardens Unlimited 
on path to success

ife College is on target to train more Modern 
Apprentices than ever before giving young people

in Fife more choice and opportunity for their future
careers.

Figures show that 269 young people joined a
Modern Apprenticeship programme with the College
last year and this figure is expected to increase to
356, a rise of 32 per cent, this year.

Fife College has maximised the opportunities for
young people by offering a wide range of Modern
Apprenticeship subjects, 17 in total, from engineering
and construction to hospitality and business.

Debbie Miller, Vice Principal (Commercial 
Development) at Fife College, said: 

“An enthusiastic and trained workforce is vital for 
the economic success of Fife and Modern 
Apprenticeships are a fantastic way to benefit 
both the apprentice and employer. Employers gain 
from recruiting a skilled and productive workforce 
and from financial assistance for training.”

Rebecca McCleave from Dunfermline is a perfect
example of how a Modern Apprenticeship can work
for individuals and employers. 

Rebecca completed a four-year Apprenticeship
with Kia dealership Flear and Thomson in
Dunfermline, which allowed her to move into the 
company’s award winning service area.

Scott Buchanan, Director of Flear and Thomson,
said: 

“The Apprenticeship programme enables us to
recruit young people on an ongoing basis, which not
only helps us to grow as a business but also allows us
to contribute to the local economy by training local
people and giving them a great career start.”

F

Growth in College
Apprenticeships 
benefits Fife economy
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THE PRINCE’S TRUST YOUTH BUSINESS

SCOTLAND WORKS CLOSELY WITH BUSINESS

GATEWAY FIFE TO SUPPORT YOUNG PEOPLE

AGED 18-30 TO START-UP AND GROW IN 

BUSINESS. IT PROVIDES ESSENTIAL FUNDING

AND PROFESSIONAL MENTORING SUPPORT

INCLUDING HELP TO WRITE BUSINESS PLANS,

INTRODUCTORY FINANCE TRAINING AS WELL

AS OFFERING LOANS OF UP TO £5000 AND

GRANTS OF UP TO £1000. 

Visit: www.princes-trust.org.uk or email: 
marissa.yassen@princes-trust.org.uk

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
THE PRINCE’S TRUST
YOUTH BUSINESS 
SCOTLAND

Gardens Unlimited has shown its 
creativity, designing the ideal garden for
one of its older customers 

For more information about Modern Apprenticeships 
call Fife College on: 0344 248 0115
or visit: www.fife.ac.uk

Rebecca McCleave at Flear and Thomson 



DEBBIE MILLER is Vice Principal, Commercial
Development at Fife College and has worked in a
number of fields providing her with a good breadth of
experience in both business and education. Having
worked with IBM in sales and marketing she moved
on to economics and business management 
consultancy and spent five years at Stirling University.
Following a year at Robert Gordon’s University on
business development she took up her current role at
Fife College, which covers client services, marketing,
business development and overseeing the College
contact with HM Prisons. 

Debbie also worked for Renfrewshire Chamber of
Commerce on Business Mentoring giving her a good 

awareness of the
Chamber network.

LOUISE MOLLOY is a Relationship Manager with
Bank of Scotland managing a portfolio of SME clients
in Fife which turnover £2.5m-£10m providing her with
a detailed understanding of a vast number of key 
sectors.

In 2005 Louise graduated from University with a
degree in Management & Marketing. She worked as a
Business Development Manager for a Publishing
Company liaising with schools and local authorities to
promote the use of educational software to enhance
learning. In 2007, Louise joined the Lloyds TSB
Graduate Programme working in various positions she
gained experience in Commercial Banking, Credit &
Risk Management and Acquisition Finance.   

16 Fife Chamber of Commerce

ife Chamber has announced a full complement of 
16 board members following recent appointments

– with almost a third of positions filled by women.
Louise Molloy and Debbie Miller are the latest

board members to join Fife Chamber.
Chamber President John Silcock made the

announcement during the organisation’s AGM earlier
this year. Addressing over 60 attendees in his
President’s speech, John said: 

This has been a year of
development within Fife
Chamber and I’d like to thank
our board members for their 
contribution and support. Half of
our 16 members have joined the
board during the last twelve

months and we are keen to 
continue the process of 
refreshing our membership
through good succession 
planning to ensure the Chamber
continues to attract Fife’s most
knowledgeable and 
experienced people.

John also reflected on the Chamber’s successes:
“As a relatively small Chamber, but with a growing

membership, Fife Chamber strives to provide relevant
and useful services to our members. And I’m very 
pleased to say that our events have been well 
attended, with our flagship events such as the
Chamber Annual Dinner and Fife Business Awards
enjoying record attendances this year.”

12 Green News

New Board
Members
announced for 
Fife Chamber of
Commerce.

Pioneering scheme
to make
Levenmouth home
to one of Europe’s
largest fleets of
hydrogen dual-fuel
vehicles makes
progress.

PROGRESSIVE YEAR FOR 
FIFE CHAMBER

“

F

“

LEVENMOUTH COMMUNITY ENERGY
PROJECT MARKS MAJOR MILESTONE

n innovative green hydrogen project in 
Levenmouth has reached a major milestone after

Fife Council awarded a contract worth around £1.5
million for the supply of nine refuse collection vehicles
(RCV) to Inverkeithing-based Heil Farid. 

Two of the vehicles are to be converted to run on
diesel and hydrogen, which is believed to be a 
world-first of their kind. They will become part of
Levenmouth Community Energy Project, led by Bright
Green Hydrogen and includes Fife Council and
Toshiba as project partners with the ultimate aim of
developing the Hydrogen Office in Methil into a 
world-class demonstrator of hydrogen applications
generation from renewable sources.

Councillor Pat Callaghan, Executive Spokesperson
for Environment and Transportation at Fife Council,
said: 

“I’m delighted Fife is leading the way in clean
energy. These new vehicles will not only reduce our
carbon emissions but they’re also much quieter, 
causing less disturbance.”

George Archibald, Chief Executive of Bright Green
Hydrogen, said: 

“As part of the project’s vision, Levenmouth will
become home to one of Europe’s largest fleet of 

hydrogen dual-fuel vehicles (up to 25) and this
includes the refuse collection vehicles. Therefore, this
is a sign of real progress in a short period of time.”

Among other hydrogen dual-fuel vehicles that will
be included in the Levenmouth Community Energy
Project are ten Ford Transits and ten electric-powered
Renault Kangoo vans fitted with H2 hydrogen fuel cell
range extenders which will double their range, allowing
them to travel up to 200 miles before charging is
required. The vans are to be leased out under the
Levenmouth scheme to local businesses, allowing
them to improve their green credentials by operating a
vehicle that runs on green energy. Businesses will be
able to refuel the vehicles with hydrogen at the
Hydrogen Office or Fife Council’s Bankhead depot in
Glenrothes with both locations having hydrogen 
refuelling stations installed as part of the project.

George Archibald added: 
“Feedback from local businesses has been

extremely positive. The vans will be leased out to the
public and private sectors and the leases will be very 
flexible – based on periods of months or years - so
that businesses can try them out.”

Green Business Fife is supporting the project by
helping to identify businesses which currently use vans
and which may meet the required criteria. If you would
like more information please contact Yvonne Shivas,
Secretary at Green Business Fife by email:
yvonne@greenbusinessfife.co.uk.

AFeedback from
local businesses has
been extremely 
positive. The vans will
be leased out to the
public and private
sectors and the leases
will be very flexible –
based on periods of
months or years - so
that businesses can
try them out.

“

“

FIFE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SUPPORTS BUSINESSES OF ALL SIZES IN FIFE. IT REPRESENTS
THE INTERESTS OF MEMBERS TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS HEARD IN THE RIGHT PLACES AT LOCAL,
NATIONAL, UK AND EUROPEAN LEVELS. IT PROVIDES A RANGE OF BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES
TO ITS MEMBERS AND ORGANISES A FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS. 

For more information about Fife Chamber, its services and events, please email: info@fifechamber.co.uk
or call: 01592 647740

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
FIFE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE 

GREEN BUSINESS FIFE IS A FREE ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK THAT PROVIDES AN INTEGRATED 
SUPPORT MECHANISM TO ASSIST FIFE BUSINESSES IN REALISING RESOURCE EFFICIENCY GAINS,
MINIMISING THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND IDENTIFYING NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES. 

If you’re interested in finding out more about membership or about upcoming events, please contact: 
Yvonne Shivas, Green Business Fife by email: yvonne@greenbusinessfife.co.uk or visit: 
www.greenbusinessfife.co.uk

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
GREEN BUSINESS FIFE
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Above: Chamber President John Silcock



18 Business Support

Business Gateway Fife
offers professional
resources and support
no matter what stage
a business is at. For
PodoFit, a well-
established business,
its approach to
Business Gateway Fife
has proven beneficial,
with advice and 
assistance to support
the opening of its new
premises in Market
Street, St Andrews. 

CHANGES AFOOT AT 
PODOFIT

BUSINESS GATEWAY FIFE, DELIVERING ON BEHALF OF FIFE COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
PROVIDES A RANGE OF SERVICES TO NEW AND ESTABLISHED BUSINESSES IN FIFE. IF YOU
REQUIRE ASSISTANCE ON FINANCE, STRATEGIC DIRECTION, LEADERSHIP SKILLS OR ARE 
PERHAPS LOOKING TO MOVE INTO NEW MARKETS, THEN BUSINESS GATEWAY FIFE HAS THE
EXPERTISE TO ASSIST. 

To find out more, call: 01592 858333 or email: info@bgfife.co.uk or visit: www.businessgatewayfife.com

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
BUSINESS GATEWAY FIFE
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ara Boardman, Director of PodoFit, feels that the 
larger premises on Market Street, one of St

Andrew’s busiest streets, will unquestionably lead to
an increase in footfall. It will also pull all facets of the
business under one roof: retail, orthotic manufacturing
and podiatry. The additional space will allow for two
treatment rooms, including a physiotherapy room.

During the process of securing the new premises
and undertaking its refurbishment, PodoFit
approached Business Gateway Fife (BGF) for 
assistance.

BGF’s Low Carbon Advisor, Zoe Stirton, prepared
an in-depth Energy Report on the building and 
recommended funding through the Energy Saving
Trust, which enabled the installation of infra-red 
heating, insulation and LED fittings and light bulbs.
Zoe also suggested solar panels, which are to be 
considered in the future. Without this introduction from
BGF, PodoFit would have been unaware of the full
potential the Low Carbon Programme has to offer.

The business also received assistance in the form
of a Vacant Property Improvement Grant from BGF’s
Town Centre Business Support Fund. This was used
to replace the existing leaking roof, ensuring that the
building is completely watertight and secure, creating
a high-quality manufacturing and retail unit. 

S

Sara Boardman, Director of PodoFit, said:
“Moving premises can be quite a daunting 

experience, but the help, support, advice and financial
assistance we’ve had from Business Gateway Fife has
been invaluable.

“In addition to the energy efficiency and 
improvement grant to refurbish the new premises,
Business Gateway Fife’s Expert Help Programme was
instrumental in providing valuable accountancy 
support. We’ve been working with EQ Chartered
Accountants preparing updated financial forecasts,
which have been necessary as we look to grow the
business from our new home.”

Established over 24 years ago, PodoFit offers a
wide range of services to keep feet fit. From specialist
podiatry-led advice and fitting on running, walking, 
hiking footwear, it also specialises in the design and
fitting of prescription foot orthotics and custom 
comfort insoles. These are manufactured in-house
using CAD/CAM technologies and are designed to
provide solutions to foot-related comfort, performance,
medical and biomechanical issues.

Orthotic fabrication has also opened up 
opportunities for PodoFit. Sara and her husband,
Stephen, represent Amfit, a provider of state of the 
art computerised custom foot orthotic equipment,
products and services in Europe and further afield to
countries such as Russia, Norway, Slovakia and the
United Arab Emirates.

The new PodoFit store is now open. For more
information, please visit: www.footclinicuk.com.

Moving 
premises can be
quite a daunting
experience, but the
help, support, advice
and financial 
assistance we’ve had
from Business
Gateway Fife has
been invaluable.

“

“

Sara Boardman of PodoFit 

Business Support

ynamic EMS is a well-established Electronic 
Manufacturing Services provider with a strong

client base located mainly in Scotland. Its challenge
and key to business growth is the ability to attract
larger prospective customers from beyond Scotland.

With the customer at the heart of everything
Dynamic EMS does, its aim is to achieve organic
growth thus ensuring the longevity of its client 
relationships. 

To develop awareness and build business, earlier
this year Dynamic EMS spent three days at the
Southern Manufacturing trade show in Farnborough.
Support was provided by Fife Council Economic
Development’s Market Development Programme,
which enabled Dynamic EMS to raise its profile
amongst firms from Europe to the USA and into Asia.

The company’s review of its website and SEO 
optimisation were supported through Business
Gateway Fife’s Expert Help Programme. 

Andy Thwaites, Sales and Marketing Manager,
Dynamic EMS, said: 

“The digital market place has changed 
considerably since we first launched our website. With
Business Gateway Fife’s help, we received valuable
insight into how to market our business online, as well
as funding for new branding.” 

All of this has culminated 
in positioning us strongly within
the market place and supports
our growth strategy as we 
target larger, international 
businesses.

Dynamic EMS has experienced significant growth
in recent years and is on track to achieve a 
£9.6 million turnover in 2015. 

To find out more, please visit: 
www.dynamic-ems.com. 

DYNAMIC EMS SET FOR 
FURTHER GROWTH

D

Fife-based Cactus
Industrial 
showcased its cost
saving surface
preparation 
technology to the oil
and gas sector at
Offshore Europe.

Attracting more 
blue chip and 
international 
companies is crucial
to the growth plans
of Dynamic EMS. 
To achieve this,
Dynamic EMS
sought advice and
support from
Business Gateway
Fife and secured
funding to aid their
online marketing. 

CACTUS INDUSTRIAL 
DEMONSTRATES BRISTLE BLASTER
AT OFFSHORE EUROPE 2015 

R
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ounding off a successful first year in business, 
Fife-based Cactus Industrial showcased its 

cost-saving surface preparation techniques for the oil
and gas sector at the SPE Offshore Europe
Conference and Exhibition 2015.  

Business Gateway Fife Advisor Lynne Baillie,
assisted Cactus Industrial in obtaining financial 
support through Fife Council Economic Development’s
Market Development Programme to secure its own
stand at the major annual event, which took place in
Aberdeen between 8-11 September.  

Together with manufacturer Monti GmbH, Cactus
provided live demonstrations of the bristle blaster
technique, which generated much interest from 
delegates.  

Jamie Gallagher of Cactus Industrial, said: 
“Offshore Europe provided a superb opportunity

for us to showcase our bristle blaster technique to a
large audience from the oil and gas sector. It was a
key event in our business development strategy.”

Gordon Cairns of Cactus Industrial said: 
“We’re delighted with the level of interest from the

event and whilst it’s too early to say, we’re optimistic
that our attendance will help us to meet our goals.”

Whilst originally intended for the removal of 
corrosion and protective coatings, the bristle blasting
process has now proven to be efficient in the removal
of fire protection systems and thermal sprayed 
aluminium. Cactus also took the opportunity to 
highlight the importance of training operators of the
bristle blaster machine.

For more information, please visit: 
www.cactusindustrial.com. 

For more information on 
funding to attend a trade 
exhibition or to find out more
about Expert Help, please call
Business Gateway Fife on:
01592 858333 or email:
info@bgfife.co.uk or visit:
www.businessgatewayfife.com
. 

“

“



20 Start-up Advice

BUSINESS GATEWAY FIFE’S HIGH VALUE START UP SERVICE OFFERS AN INTENSIVE SUPPORT
PACKAGE, AIMED AT FAST TRACKING GROWTH POTENTIAL, TO THOSE BUSINESS START-UPS
LOOKING TO EMPLOY STAFF OR HAVE DEDICATED BUSINESS PREMISES. 

To find out more, call: 01592 858333 or email: info@bgfife.co.uk or visit: www.businessgatewayfife.com
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BUSINESS GATEWAY FIFE HELPS
LOCAL BUSINESSES REALISE
THEIR DREAMS

Starting up in business can be daunting and 
knowing who to ask for business support and

advice can be a minefield. But for two new business
start-ups with high growth potential, their approach to
Business Gateway Fife (BGF) has enabled them to
realise their dreams.

LED Retro, light fitting specialists based in
Kirkcaldy, set up in business in July (2015) to offer
customers – businesses and consumers – viable and
suitable solutions to maintain desired lighting levels
whilst saving money and energy. 

Led by Craig McNab and Gavin Macgregor, LED
Retro has launched a brand new showroom with 
display areas where customers can see, touch and
interact with the many and varied types and colours of
LED lighting currently available. They also intend to
develop the showroom into a demonstration hub for
other renewable energy products and ideas. 

Gavin Macgregor said: 
“The retro fitting of LED lighting is becoming the

most popular lighting solutions for offices, warehouses,
industrial units and family homes throughout the UK
due to its potential energy and money saving 
opportunity.” 

Gavin added:
“We’ve set up in business with help, advice and

support from Business Gateway Fife. Our business
advisor, Charles Doeg-Smith identified potential 
funding streams, including the Fife Investment Fund,
which we successfully applied for and received 
funding from. This funding has enabled us to fit out

the new showroom, create a website, install new LED
signage and produce marketing material.”

LED Retro is manufacturing the retro fit lamp for
GEM Supplies (UK) Ltd and is being trialled as part of
the Scottish Futures Trust toolkit. The initiative is
aimed at reducing electricity usage on street lighting
by councils through changing to new, energy efficient
LED lighting.

For product designer and engineer, Alastair
Brown, his approach to Business Gateway Fife was
slightly more unusual. Having invented Vehicle Edge
Protection, a safety design mechanism for commercial
vans, Alastair is looking to license his product rather
than go into manufacturing himself. His challenge –
and the need for BGF – was how to proceed in 
discussions with potential licensing partners. 

As a high value start up business, Alastair is
working closely with his business advisor, Charles
Doeg-Smith and has received assistance through
BGF’s Expert Help Programme as he looks to get
contracts in place for licensing agreements.

Alastair said: 
“To have someone else believe in my idea has

given me a massive boost. My advisor, Charles, has
also been a great sounding board and has put me in
touch with CCW Lawyers, who will help to draw up
licensing agreements, which will be vital as I start 
discussions with possible partners in the wider safety
industry about the manufacturing and distribution of
the Vehicle Edge Protection system.”

Business Gateway
Fife offers a tailored
approach to ensure
the right level of
support for every
client. For those
business start-ups
looking to employ
staff or have 
dedicated business
premises, Business
Gateway Fife can
provide a more
intensive support
package to fast
track growth 
potential through 
its High Value 
Start-up service.

Right: LED Retro lamp RL36e27 in a 
trial site in Scotland 

Far right: The Vehicle Edge Protection
System  



22 Investment News

INVEST IN FIFE HAS A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF HELPING INVESTORS MAKE THEIR PROJECTS
HAPPEN AS WELL AS HELPING FIFE-BASED COMPANIES WITH THEIR EXPANSION PLANS. ITS
BUSINESS AND CONSULTANCY SERVICES ARE EXTENSIVE AND INCLUDE ADVICE ON FINANCE,
PROPERTY, TRAINING, BUSINESS AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATOR PROCESSES.  

Email: enquiries@investinfife.co.uk or call: 01592 583639 or visit www.investinfife.co.uk

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
INVEST IN FIFE
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Culture of Enterprise

ith a new academic year underway, Fife 
Council Economic Development’s Culture of

Enterprise Framework is well on its way to engage
with more young people as a means of encouraging
enterprise.

Last year, more than 1,700 young people from
schools across Fife were involved in Culture of
Enterprise activities, which were supported by more
than 140 local business representatives, including K2
Marketing, which took on an apprentice, Stephanie
Simpson, through the Enterprise Apprentice
Programme. 

K2 Marketing’s Managing Director, Sean Kennedy,
said: 

“This is a superb programme recognising the
importance that young people play in the local 
economy. Our apprentice has been a fantastic 
addition to our team and through this project has the
opportunity to develop her enterprise skills while 
getting an insight into the business community.”

The success of the Culture of Enterprise
Framework has resulted in it being developed further.
New initiatives are being introduced this academic
year aimed at stimulating and capturing the 
imagination of the region’s young people.

Primary Engineer, an initiative aimed at engaging
primary school pupils with science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics through curriculum-
mapped projects, was initially piloted in 18 primary
schools. Its success will see the initiative extended,
with the aim of securing funding for a three year 
programme. This will enable the programme to be
rolled out across all primary schools, whilst supporting
nursery and secondary schools with Early Years and
Secondary Engineer, which will provide a challenging
progression route for young people through STEM
activities.

A digital Fife Schools Enterprise Game is also set
to be launched, adding to the success of the existing
board game. The updated version will have the ability
to run on classroom computers and smart boards
offering greater flexibility, whilst challenging young

people as they learn about different types of business,
business planning, starting and running a business. 

Pamela Stevenson, Lead Officer, Fife Council
Economic Development, said: 

“These exciting new initiatives give young people
the chance to try something new, to showcase their
talents, whilst further developing the links between our
schools, the local business community and the public
sector. 

We know our entrepreneurs
of tomorrow are sitting in 
classrooms today and we’re
determined to find, nurture
and inspire that talent through
the Culture of Enterprise
Framework.

The Junior Apprentice Design School and the
Talent Academy will combine creativity and enterprise
when they are introduced later this year. Learning
about upcycling, recycling and the circular economy
are all aims of the Design School, which will culminate
in challenging participants to create a piece of 
‘trashion’, whilst the Talent Academy will challenge
the young people to develop and run their own 
production company and create a show, concert or
musical of their choice.

The Culture of
Enterprise
Framework marks
a successful year
and looks ahead to
the next twelve
months. A full 
programme of 
initiatives and
activities is being
developed as it
seeks to progress
the skills and 
confidence of
young people by
promoting and
encouraging 
enterprise. 

CULTURE OF ENTERPRISE 
SUCCESS SEES FRAMEWORK
DEVELOPED FURTHER 

“

W

“

THE CULTURE OF ENTERPRISE FRAMEWORK IS A FIFE COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME THAT PROMOTES AND ENCOURAGES ENTERPRISE, EMPLOYABILITY AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT TO SUPPORT THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF FIFE TO FIND, CREATE AND DEVELOP A 
FULFILLING CAREER AND A VIBRANT ENTERPRISE CULTURE IN FIFE. 

For more information or to support this programme, please contact Sandra Robb, Culture of Enterprise 
Co-ordinator by email: sandra.robb@fife.gov.uk or call: 03451 555555 (ext 447130)

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
FIFE COUNCIL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT’S 
CULTURE OF
ENTERPRISE
FRAMEWORK

Image of digital Enterprise Game  

Sapphire Connor MacDonald, of
Pittencrieff Primary School upcycled juice
wrappers to create her own school bag
following the Junior Apprentice Design
School pilot workshop 
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ork is underway on the second phase of the 
£2.3 million new Low Carbon Investment Park,

a key part of the Levenmouth Strategic Development
Area.

Fife Council is investing £1.826 million in the 
project with Scottish Enterprise contributing
£490,000. It will build on the success of Energy Park
Fife and gives manufacturers and supply chain 
businesses, which work in the energy sector, the

chance to locate beside each other and potentially
attract larger business investment.

Councillor Lesley Laird, Depute Council Leader
and Spokesperson for Economy and Planning, said: 

“It’s great to see work continuing apace on the
new business park which represents significant 
investment in the strategic employment land supply in
the Levenmouth area. 

“The new Investment Park has a significant role to
play in the success of Scotland’s growing energy 
sector and is another significant step in helping to
make Fife the best place to do business.”

Levenmouth Area Committee Chair Councillor
Tom Adams, said:

“The new phase of the Energy Park will help the
regeneration of the area and create up to 600 jobs.” 

Allan McQuade, Head of Business Infrastructure
at Scottish Enterprise, commented: 

“We’re pleased to support a project which will
boost capacity at Energy Park Fife and improve the
offering to supply chain companies seeking to locate
in the Fife area.”

The new £2.3 
million business
park in
Buckhaven will
provide jobs and
regeneration 

Phase two of multi-million pound Low Carbon
Investment Park underway in Buckhaven

W

ONG Energy has awarded an eight year 
agreement to Fife-based Briggs Group for the

contingency and repair of export and array cables for
offshore wind farms throughout the UK and Northern
Europe.

Briggs first started working with DONG Energy in
2014 offering an interim repair capability for its UK
wind farms. 

Benj Sykes, Vice President and Head of Asset
Management for DONG Energy Wind Power, said: 

“Ensuring that export and array cable issues are
quickly resolved is vital to maintaining reliable operation 
of our wind farms. This framework agreement builds
on our existing relationship with the Briggs Group and
is designed to ensure availability of power and 
mitigate against any possible production losses.”

Collieson Briggs, Managing Director of the Briggs
Group, said:

Concluding an agreement of
this magnitude is a great 
achievement for our offshore
cables business and our ongoing
relationship with DONG Energy is
a testimony of our experience in
this area. I am delighted with the
news of this significant win and
extending our working 
relationship with a company like
DONG, an established leader in
offshore wind energy.

DONG Energy awards European Cable
Framework Agreement to Briggs Marine

D

L-R: Councillor Tom Adams; Councillor
Lesley Laird; Robin Presswood, Head
of Economy, Planning & Employability
Services at Fife Council; Paul Mitchell,
Site Agent, Noel Regan & Sons

New cable framework 
agreement covers all
DONG Energy's sites
in Europe, including
nine offshore wind
farms in the UK, five
in Denmark and four 
in Germany.

“

“

Briggs Marine agreement for DONG
Energy offshore wind farms 



24 Fife Tourism Partnership

he impact of The Open in St Andrews this 
summer was considerable and has paved the way

for more to come, with The Open ‘effect’ lasting well
beyond the event itself.

Alistair Bruce, Chair of the Fife Tourism
Partnership, said:

The Open was a fantastic
opportunity to showcase Fife’s
greatest assets - from golf to
heritage and outdoor beauty.
Not only did it provide a huge
economic boost but it has left a
positive legacy for the global
audience who saw what Fife
has to offer.

The Open has 
provided an 
economic boost for
St Andrews and
Fife with new 
initiatives leaving 
a positive legacy
for the future. 

The Open has been good for business 

T

The Open: boost for business 

THE FIFE TOURISM PARTNERSHIP’S VISION IS TO WORK WITH TOURISM BUSINESSES AND 
COMMUNITIES TO ATTRACT MORE VISITORS TO FIFE, TO INCREASE SPEND AND TO EXCEED VISITOR
EXPECTATIONS. ITS PARTNERSHIP BOARD, WHICH IS MADE UP OF MEMBERS FROM THE PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE SECTOR, IS SUPPORTED BY SIX LOCAL AREA TOURIST ASSOCIATIONS, WHICH HELP TO
DEVELOP LOCAL TOURIST INITIATIVES AND FEED INTO THE FIFE TOURISM STRATEGY. 

Email: info@fifetourismpartnership.org or call 03451 55 55 55 (ext 445838) or visit: www.fifetourismpartnership.org

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
FIFE TOURISM
PARTNERSHIP 

ward-winning Adamson Restaurant & Bar in 
St Andrews saw “record numbers” through its

doors every night, not only to dine but also to visit its
new cocktail bar.  Showcasing local ingredients on the
menu, and working hard on social media to promote
its golf themed dishes and cocktails, ensured that the
restaurant doubled its anticipated business.

Similarly, Debbie McCallum at Fife Cottages reported
100 per cent occupancy during The Open as well as
advance bookings for five years’ time. Testimonials
from satisfied guests highlighted how they appreciated
great accommodation and friendly service as well as
helpful advice on the local area and how to make the
most of their stay.

A

The Open: a warm welcome in St Andrews
olunteers from Police Scotland, St Andrews 
Business Improvement District (BID) Company,

Fife Council, Sodexo Prestige and The R&A joined
4,000 people working at The Open, meeting and
assisting the public throughout the event. 

They were trained in the WorldHost Customer
Care Programme, renowned as the gold standard in
business training, which was delivered locally by
People 1st and Skills Development Scotland. 

This was the first time that The Open undertook
externally endorsed training for volunteers and it is
hoped that it will be a significant step towards 
encouraging others in tourism and hospitality in Fife 
to take customer service training.  

Depute Council Leader Councillor Lesley Laird,
Spokesperson for Economy and Planning, said: 

It was important that visitors
were met with a consistently
warm welcome, that the team
worked together and had an
excellent knowledge of local
amenities, attractions and 
facilities for all our guests. The
Provost himself lent a hand as a
welcoming ambassador too. 
Our goal is to make Fife a
WorldHost destination so that 
visitors experience the very best
customer care and come back
again and again.

V
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Adamson Restaurant & Bar, St Andrews

Local Provost Jim Leishman welcomes
visitors to The Open

22 Supporting local businesses

The Federation of
Small Businesses is
once again 
supporting a 
UK-wide grassroots
campaign to
inspire, promote
and support small
businesses and it’s
calling on Fife 
businesses to get
involved.

Below: Fife FSB Chairman Janet
Torley with Jayne Baxter MSP out
for a cup of tea in Kirkcaldy on
Small Business Saturday last year

THE FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES IS THE LARGEST BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP GROUP IN FIFE
WITH OVER 1,200 MEMBERS. AS WELL AS BEING A POWERFUL LOBBYING GROUP REPRESENTING
THE INTERESTS OF SMALL BUSINESSES LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY, THE FSB OFFERS A 
PORTFOLIO OF BENEFITS TO ITS MEMBERS. 

For more information about the FSB and the services it offers members, please call Gordon Henderson on: 
0131 654 9548 or email: gordon.henderson@fsb.org.uk or visit: www.fsb.org.uk

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
THE FEDERATION 
OF SMALL
BUSINESSES

“
FSB CALLS FOR FIFE TO EMBRACE
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

F ife’s economy has an eclectic mix of truly 
amazing small businesses, across a range of 

sectors. From manufacturers of fine jewellery, lovely
beers and whiskies, unique kitchens, weight scales
and golf equipment to B&Bs, hotels and a chilli farm –
the region has a lot to be proud of.

To help these businesses the Federation of Small
Businesses (FSB) is supporting a UK-wide grassroots 
campaign aimed at inspiring, promoting and 
supporting small businesses.

Small Business Saturday takes place on 5
December 2015, giving plenty of time for local 
businesses to get involved and plan some local 
activity. 

Last year, approximately 16.5 million people took
part in the campaign by going out to support their
local small businesses across the UK, spending £504
million on the day. By year three (2014), 64 per cent
of UK consumers were aware of Small Business
Saturday and 55 per cent of the UK’s local authorities
got involved. 

Gordon Henderson, Senior Development Manager,
Scotland at the Federation of Small Businesses, said: 

“I’d encourage businesses across Fife to get
involved in this campaign. Although the first Saturday
in December is an ideal time to show support and get
some Christmas shopping done, this isn’t just a retail
campaign. 

If we can all work together to
promote what Fife’s small 
businesses have to offer and
encourage everyone we know to
spend Small Business Saturday
visiting their local businesses, we
hope we can change shopping
habits and generate ongoing 
benefits for these businesses.

The Federation of Small Businesses’ research
suggests that £1 spent with local small businesses is
worth an additional 63p to the local economy. These
businesses create local jobs paying local people a
wage packet that they then go and spend a proportion
of locally. 

The FSB will be out in Fife persuading local 
businesses and politicians to play their part. To find
out more, visit: smallbusinessaturdayuk.com or go
to the Small Business Saturday Facebook page.

KIRKCALDY BUSINESS 
PICKED AS SMALL BIZ 100
A Kirkcaldy business, which started several 
months ago with support from Business Gateway
Fife, has been picked to be one of the Small Biz 
100 as part of the Small Business Saturday 
campaign. Present Purrfections is the only Fife 
business to be chosen out of eight Scottish 
businesses to help encourage customers to shop 
local and support business in their community.

25
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26 Business Insight

t Barclays we regularly speak to business owners of 
all sizes and types throughout Fife about how digital

banking innovation can help businesses develop and grow. 
Here we would like to share some research we

recently carried out relating to m-commerce. Focusing on
retail, the findings are relevant across a number of other
sectors and in the wider local economy.

The growth of mobile devices has been one of the
most important developments in retail over recent years.
Device penetration has soared across the UK and 
overseas, and its impact on the retail sector is being
realised. While we are no longer at the dawn of the mobile
age, it will be many years before the channel reaches
maturity.

Mobile sales are set to surge with consumers 
predicted to spend £2.4 billion a year using their 
smartphones and tablets by 2019, according to Barclays’
research published earlier this year. This represents growth
of 224 per cent on 2014 figures, which currently show
annual sales of £732 million via mobile devices by Scottish
consumers. 

The wider influence of mobile on spending in Scotland
is expected to more than double this figure to £5.9 billion
over the same period, making mobile the fastest growing
retail segment.   

This is against a backdrop of predictions for single digit
growth across the wider UK retail sector. In 2014 the value
of retail sales reached £325 billion. During the next five
years’ the sector is forecast to enjoy an 8.1 per cent
growth taking sales to £351 billion with the figure rising to
£391 billion by 2024. 

The research revealed Scots’ mobile shopping habits
with 45 per cent currently using mobile devices to browse
for and buy products – the highest proportion in the UK
second only to Wales. Forty six per cent of respondents
have also used mobile to check or compare prices while 
37 per cent have researched potential purchases on mobile
devices. 

Clothing is the most popular purchase with 26 per cent
of respondents buying in the past 12 months while, 
perhaps unsurprisingly music (12 per cent) and books 
(11 per cent) are next on the list. When asked where they
shopped on mobiles the responses highlighted the growing
trend for second-screening with 58 per cent shopping
while watching TV; 30 per cent said out and about while
29 per cent even said they shopped in bed. 

More than a third (38 per cent) of Scottish consumers
predicted that they will be using their mobiles to shop more
often over the next couple of years. 

Retailers engaging with m-commerce have adopted a
number of strategies and techniques to ensure they are
appealing to the mobile market, including free in-store 
Wi-Fi; a call for action in mobile marketing; and the use of
video content. 

Barclays, in partnership with Fife Council Economic 
Development, will be hosting an event at Fife Business 
Week focusing on the Future of Digital Banking. Find 
out more by visiting: www.fifebusinessweek.co.uk

A

THE FUTURE OF 
M-COMMERCE

In this issue of fbm we
hear from Paul Smith,
Corporate
Development Director
of Barclays on how
digital banking 
innovation, including
m-commerce, can
help businesses grow.

More than a third
(38 per cent) of
Scottish consumers
predicted that they
will be using their
mobiles to shop
more often over 
the next couple 
of years. 

For further information on how Barclays can support your business across Fife and beyond, please contact: 
Paul Smith, Corporate Development Director by phone: 07824 528609* or by email:
paul.smith9@barclays.com or visit: www.barclays.com/corporatebanking

*Please note this is a mobile telephone number and calls will be charged in accordance with your tariff.

All statistics referenced throughout this article are based on the findings of research produced by Conlumino for Barclays (April 2015). 

Barclays is a trading name of Barclays Bank PLC and its subsidiaries. Barclays Bank PLC is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial Services Register No. 122702). Registered in England.
Registered number is 1026167 with registered office at 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP. 



28 Focus on: Market Development 

SPE Offshore 
Europe Conference
and Exhibition 
took place in
Aberdeen in
September and as
local businesses
return home, they
are upbeat about
the opportunities
created.

F

Flying the flag for Fife
reaps rewards

D

Matrix Fife – Maximising
opportunity
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ife businesses have once again reported success
from the SPE Offshore Europe Conference and

Exhibition in Aberdeen. 
Nine local companies joined the Fife stand

through Fife Council Economic Development Team’s
Market Development Programme to showcase the
wide range of products and capabilities on offer in Fife
to the oil and gas sector.

Lamond and Murray, Burntisland Fabrications,
Bridge Systems, Ductform Ventilation and Greenfold
Systems were joined by Ten 47, SHS, CluisTROM
and Sign Plus for the four day event.

In recognition of 2015 being the Year of Food &
Drink and Fife’s growing role in this sector, the Invest
in Fife team, as part of the Fife group stand, delivered
themed events showcasing a selection of local food
and drink businesses including Jannettas ice cream,
Eden Mill Distillers, Kingsbarns Distillery and more.

Cactus Industrial Ltd, Utility ROV Services,
EcoSteel Limited, Parsons Peebles Generation Ltd,
Babcock and Bridgeforth Engineering Ltd also flew
the flag for Fife, exhibiting an exciting range of 
products and services from individual company stands. 

Pamela Stevenson, Lead Officer, Fife Council
Economic Development, said: 

Our ongoing commitment to
supporting Fife businesses has
once again proven that 
exhibitions are an effective way
of raising a company’s profile,
exploiting market opportunities
and building relationships. Whilst
still early days, initial feedback
from Offshore Europe has been
extremely positive and highlights
the importance of such events in
growing our local economy.

“

“

To attend one of these events
or for more information on 
Fife Council Economic
Development’s Market
Development Programme,
please email: 
pamela.stevenson@fife.gov.uk

THROUGH THE SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME, FIFE COUNCIL’S ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT TEAM HELPS LOCAL 
BUSINESSES ACCESS WORK FROM THE 
PUBLIC SECTOR. SO, WHATEVER YOUR 
BUSINESS, PRODUCTS OR SERVICE, THERE
COULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR 
COMPANY TO BENEFIT BY JOINING THIS 
PROGRAMME. 

For more information, please contact Kieran Hunter,
Fife Council’s Supplier Development Programme 
Co-ordinator by phone: 
03451 55 55 55 (ext 442650), or email:
kieran.hunter@fife.gov.uk or visit: 
www.sdpscotland.co.uk/fife

algety Bay-based Matrix Fife is building upon 
the support, guidance and benefit of improved

access to the procurement networks offered by 
participating in Fife Council Economic Development’s
Supplier Development Programme (SDP). 

Its attendance at several SDP workshops 
including Meet the Buyer; Find it, Win it, Keep it; and
Expert Help has assisted the company win a place on
the Scottish Government Supported Business
Framework to supply furniture and associated 
products. This, coupled with its passion for investing
in staff; its Trusted Trader average score of 9.8 and its
impressive client list, which includes Scottish
Enterprise and the Scottish Prison Service, means
Matrix Fife has much to be proud of.

Iris Kernaghan, Manager at Matrix said: 
“The engagement in Fife Council’s SDP has really

helped us at every stage of the tender process. It’s
given us more confidence to face the challenges in
bidding and successfully winning contracts.

“We employ people who have disabilities or health
issues, which had made it difficult or caused a barrier
for them to find employment in the open market. By
purchasing from Matrix Fife, as well as buying high 
quality products, businesses are also fulfilling their
Corporate Social Responsible obligations.”

In 2015/16 Matrix will be working towards ISO
certification which will 
open new markets 
for further tendering 
opportunities.

Matrix produces a range of 
quality products including 

this shopping bag

Pamela Stevenson, Lead Officer, 
Fife Council Economic Development
pictured with Douglas Clement of
Kingsbarns Distillery, at Offshore
Europe.
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30 Spotlight on: Town Centres

ove Restored, a small independent business, which 
is renowned for giving furniture a new lease of

life, is hoping to do the same for Kirkcaldy’s High
Street. 

Lorraine Gardiner and Nadia Moreland have made
the commitment towards refreshing, regenerating and
restoring the High Street by opening their new 
creative and interactive shop within the heart of the
town centre. 

Lorraine Gardiner, said: 
“Based on customer feedback we have created

an amazing opportunity to help bring vibrancy back to

the High Street once again. We have taken the 
decision to stay and re-invest in Kirkcaldy by growing
our hand-painted furniture and home-ware business
by taking on a larger unit within the heart of the High
Street so that we have the space to blend creativity
and learning within a retail environment.  We hope our
creative drive and re-investment in Kirkcaldy will help
our High Street thrive once again.”

Love Restored provides bespoke pieces of hand
painted furniture and an interior home inspired shop,
which will house fabrics and amazing pieces of 
furniture. The new shop will have space available for
creative workshops, whilst its ‘POPiN’ shop, a shop
within a shop, will provide space for creative 
entrepreneurs to market and trade their own products. 

Lorraine added: 

We hope this will act as a 
catalyst for new and budding
businesses to locate to shops within
our High Street in the future.
To get in touch, visit: www.loverestored.co.uk or
email: loverestored4U@gmail.com.

Love Restored
makes move to
create something
truly unique in
Kirkcaldy’s High
Street.

NEW LEASE OF LIFE FOR
KIRKCALDY’S HIGH STREET

L

“ “

Lorraine and Nadia (front) and 
supporters restoring the love into
Kirkcaldy’s High Street 

At MULTIPRINT we are proud of our reputation for
service, quality and integrity in the provision of 
comprehensive commercial print services.

Whatever our customers' print requirements, large
or small, we are committed to developing long-term 
relationships with them by working in partnership
and offering help and advice.

We care about the environment too and are 
committed to producing sustainable print. Recent
investment in equipment will further improve the 
efficiency and quality of our final products.

We specialise in all forms of print from short run
digital to litho– from the simple business card to the
full colour company brochure. 

So whether you are a local business or based 
further afield we welcome your enquiries.

Please contact us:

T: 01592 204 755
E: enquiries@multiprint.tv
W: www.multiprint.tv

Multiprint (Scotland) Limited
Seafield Road, Kirkcaldy, Fife KY1 1SR

BRINGING
YOUR
IDEAS

TO LIFE
CREATE PRINT CONSULT ECO1 WORLD DESIGN

Our creative flair, impeccable service and integral knowledge of
the design process has been providing our diverse range of 
clients with a full range of creative services for nearly 20 years.

Our services include taking a job through from concept to print. We are skilled 
at designing corporate documents, branding, advertising and marketing material 
that showcase high levels of creativity and understanding of your business.

For all your design requirements or to advertise in this publication,
Call 07775 593 935 or email 
info@1worlddesign.co.uk



32 fbm meets …

In this issue, fbm
meets Professor
Verity J Brown, Vice
Principal (Enterprise
& Engagement) at
St Andrews
University. Having
recently taken on
the Vice Principal
role, but a long-
standing member
of staff, Verity talks
to us about her new
role and ways in
which the
University engages
with the business
community for the
benefit of the local
economy.

fbm MEETS … 
PROFESSOR VERITY J BROWN, 
Vice Principal (Enterprise & Engagement), University of St Andrews

Q. WHAT DOES YOUR ROLE INVOLVE?

I lead the enterprise strategy for the University. This
includes promoting an entrepreneurial culture, as well
as managing the patent portfolio and looking for
opportunities for company formation and spin-outs. 
It also includes working with the Fife Economy
Partnership to promote regional economic 
development – the University of St Andrews 
contributes £480 million to the economy every year
and supports over 9000 local jobs.

I’m also responsible for strategic development of
externally-facing elements of the University estate,
including the leadership and management of the
University-leased Byre Theatre as a centre of 
excellence for the creative industries. 

Q. HOW DO YOU ENGAGE WITH THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY?

The University is open for business. We have removed
as many barriers as we can to make it as easy as
possible for companies - of all sizes - to work with us
as long as there is a R&D challenge or a problem
looking for an expert solution we believe we can help.
The Knowledge Transfer Centre should be business’
first point of call and has a track record of providing
advice and expertise (almost always completely free)
as well as having helped businesses find R&D funding
and supported longer-term collaborations, access to
analytical equipment, University lab space & facilities
and technology. 

Business cooperation is important too and we work
closely with local businesses as a means of inspiring,
engaging and encouraging our aspiring future-
business leaders. We recently invited Paul Miller,

owner of Eden Mill Distillery and Brewery, a tenant of
the University to speak at a student-led forum on
‘Enterprise and Entrepreneurship’.

Free wi-fi in Market Street (soon to be around 
St Andrews) and the advertisement of part-time jobs
for students from almost 250 local employers is
another way we support the local economy. 

Q. WHAT EXCITING AND ENTERPRISING
PROJECTS ARE IN THE PIPELINE?

Our plans to create an enterprise campus at the 
former-paper mill site at Guardbridge are ambitious.
We are planning office space for rent and there will 
be business support available with the relocation 
of University business functions to the site. The 
construction of a biomass plant and district heating
scheme will be complete next year and we envisage
that this, along with a new data and computing centre
and superfast fibre broadband, will attract businesses. 

And, we can’t forget Enterprise Week 2015, which
takes place in October and includes lectures, 
workshops and networking events, involving local and
international entrepreneurs, raising the profile of 
enterprise and the opportunities available to budding
(or yet to germinate!) entrepreneurs. Acorn Enterprise,
BRAG Enterprises, Business Gateway Fife and the
Scottish Institute for Enterprise (SIE) are to host 
sessions.

The University of St Andrews welcomes the opportunity
to meet with local businesses and explore potential 
synergies. Please contact the Knowledge Transfer
Centre by email: ktcdesk@st-andrews.ac.uk
or, to find out more about Enterprise Week, please
email: bonnie.hacking@st-andrews.ac.uk
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Professor Verity Brown (above) oversees
the leadership and management of the
University-leased Byre Theatre 

FIFE COUNCIL HAS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FIFE BUSINESS PROPERTY MARKET AND

CAN ALSO HELP WITH ADDITIONAL LAND FOR BUSINESS OR EXPANSION. GRANTS AND FLEXIBLE

LEASING ARRANGEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE ON SOME UNITS AND PROPERTIES, INCLUDING OFFICE

ACCOMMODATION AT FRIC (WWW.FIFERENEWABLESINNOVATIONCENTRE.CO.UK).  

For more information, please contact the Business Property Team by email: business.property@fife.gov.uk or

by phone: 0345 600 1359

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
FIFE BUSINESS PROPERTY

Focus on: Property

Fife is a popular,
accessible and
affordable location
for businesses 
seeking quality
premises.

Fife is proving to be
the place to work and
do business

odern Apprentice Andrew Cairns (24) is half 
way through his training with Fife Council’s

Economic Development’s Property Team. fbm caught
up with him to find out more. 

Q: WHY DID YOU APPLY TO BE A MODERN
APPRENTICE IN FIFE COUNCIL?

Since leaving school I had been looking for a career
option; I wanted a career that was rewarding, 
sustainable and gave me an opportunity to learn,
develop and progress.

Q: WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR 
MA PROGRAMME?

As well as studying for my HNC in Building Surveying
at Fife College, I have the opportunity to gain 
experience of the commercial property sector. 
I complete inspection reports, regularly liaise with 
tenants and I’ve been lucky enough to gain insight
into some of the superb building projects that are
underway in Fife. For example, I’ve spent time at 
The Guardbridge Energy Centre and at the site of the
new Levenmouth High School. It is this kind of 
experience and the network of contacts that I have
been so fortunate to get and will stand me in great
stead in the future. 

Q: THE FUTURE?

It’s too early to say as I’ve another year of training to
complete. But, I know my future will be in building
surveying – this is the foundation I’ve always 
dreamed of.

M

Spotlight on: 
Andrew Cairns,
Modern Apprentice 

ife continues to be a popular location for 
businesses, as Fife Council reveals that 90 per cent

of its property portfolio is leased. 
Fife Council’s eclectic mix of properties range

from industrial sites, ideal for manufacturing as well as
fully serviced office units, continue to appeal to local
businesses with just 21 currently available for lease
including offices at the Fife Renewables Innovation
Centre (FRIC) in Leven. 

FRIC is a hidden gem combining state of the art
business and conference facilities with the latest in
sustainable design. Home to companies specialising in
recruitment, manufacturing and professional services,
FRIC is a popular event destination for local 
businesses, regularly playing host to conferences,
information days, seminars and workshops. 

Maggie Wright of Families in Trauma, a not for
profit social enterprise based at FRIC, said: 

“FRIC offers an excellent combination of working
space along with meeting rooms and training rooms,
which can be booked in advance. That, along with its
ample car parking really appealed as we need to be
able to run various events and also hold meetings.

A dedicated receptionist
and the proximity to lots of
other businesses makes this a
professional, inspiring place 
to work.

F

“ “

Right: Fife Renewable Innovation Centre 

Far right: Andrew Cairns, 
Modern Apprentice at Fife Council 
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Events Diary

Meet the Buyer Exhibition 
12 November 2015
09.30am – 1.00pm 
Carnegie Conference Centre, 
Dunfermline, KY11 8DY
Learn more about doing business with public sector agencies and prime
contractors in the private sector.

Meet the Buyer provides a unique opportunity for businesses to engage
directly with public and private sector buyers; to hear about opportunities in
supply chains and how to access them.

Representatives from Fife Council Procurement, Raytheon UK and Marshalls
will be at the event, along with BAM Construction, which is engaged in the
construction of new Fife schools.  NHS Procurement, Ministry of Defence
Procurement Division, Scottish Government Procurement and Scotland
Excel will also highlight potential supply opportunities.

Cost: Free
To register for this Fife Council Economic Development event,
please email: kieran.hunter@fife.gov.uk

An Introduction to
Project Management
30 November 2015  
9.30am to 12.30pm
Saltire House, Glenrothes 
This session introduces attendees to
the key skills involved in project 
management, how to plan a project
and the key elements involved.  The
importance of assigning and delegating
tasks, monitoring and measuring, key
project terminology and defining 
objectives. 
Cost: Free
www.businessgatewayfife.com/events
or call 01592 8583333

Make the most of 
Email Marketing
25 November 2015  
9.30am to 12.30pm
Saltire House, Glenrothes 
With marketing budgets coming 
under increasing pressure, email 
marketing is becoming a more 
attractive option for companies seeking
to lower costs. This session shows
attendees how to use email-based
communications to improve the return
on investment. 
Cost: Free
www.businessgatewayfife.com/events
or call 01592 8583333

Fife Business Week
9 –13 November 2015  
Fife Business Week returns for its sixth
year aimed at inspiring business
growth.

Over 30 events are confirmed, all of
which reflect the priorities and key
issues of business today. The 
programme includes seminars on social
media, cloud computing, growing your
business as well as a Meet the Buyer
event highlighting forthcoming supply
chain opportunities.
For more information, please visit:
www.fifebusinessweek.co.uk For further information on Fife Council

Economic Development events, 
please email: kieran.hunter@fife.gov.uk

BUSINESS GATEWAY
FIFE EVENTS

Sales & Marketing
Marketing your Business
2 November 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

PR on a Shoestring
5 November 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Mastering Selling Skills

16 November 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Specialist
Intellectual Property
19 November
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Finance
Bookkeeping
12 October 2015
Venue: Dunfermline Business 

Centre, Dunfermline
Cost: Free

Bookkeeping
23 November 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Online Marketing
Plan the Perfect Webinar
6 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Get Real Results from your
Website
8 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Improve your Search Engine
Ranking
15 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Social Media – Basic
21 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Social Media – Advanced
27 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

Trading Online
29 October 2015
Venue: Saltire House, Glenrothes
Cost: Free

For further information about 
Business Gateway Fife events 
call: 01592 858333 or visit:
www.businessgatewayfife.com/events

35Social Enterprise Funding Support

A social enterprise
from Fife has been
awarded the 
highest honour a
voluntary group
can receive in the
UK. 

Furniture Plus
receives Queen’s
Award

or Max McCance, whose career has spanned 
over three decades having started out as a 

cabinet-making apprentice, his application to the
Create in Fife Fund, made via Business Gateway Fife,
will lead to investment and growth in his furniture
making business. 

Max hopes that new signage to his workshop and
new gallery in Kinloch, just two miles from Ladybank,
will raise awareness and attract visitors to view his
one-off creations. The financial support also helped
purchase marketing material showcasing Max’s work,
which he will distribute at upcoming exhibitions in a
bid to grow the business.

Max McCance said: 
“I absolutely love creating one-off pieces of 

furniture and to have the opportunity to showcase my
work in my gallery is a dream come true.

“Financial support from the Create in Fife Fund
has helped to develop my ambition and enable me to
invest further in the business by attracting more 
visitors through new signage and flyers.”

To find out more about Max’s work or to visit his
workshop and gallery, go to: www.maxmccance.com.
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Max McCance sculpts
case for Create in 
Fife funding 

urniture Plus has been presented with a Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service, recognising its 

mission in providing low cost and in many instances,
no-cost furniture and household items to those most
in need. It also provides employment and volunteering
to those furthest from employment and in the last
year, offered placement opportunities to 85 people. 

Alison Brown, General Manager of Furniture Plus,
said:  

“We’re delighted our work to reduce inequalities
within local communities has been recognised, but
we’re not resting on our laurels. We remain committed
to helping more low income families with household
items and continue to divert hundreds of tonnes from
landfill each year, whilst developing and growing our
offering.”

Furniture Plus has recently re-branded, launched
a new website and has started work on a new café
facility in Dysart, which will create three jobs and be a
community focal point. To support this growth,
Furniture Plus has received Expert Help from
Business Gateway Fife to assist with marketing and a
grant towards the installation of a new heating system
from the Fife Investment Fund, administered by
Business Gateway Fife on behalf of Fife Council
Economic Development.

To find out more about Furniture Plus, please visit:
www.furnitureplus.org.uk. 
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Furniture Plus received its award from
the Lord-Lieutenant of Fife, 
Robert Balfour.  L–R: Robert Balfour, 
the Lord Lieutenant of Fife; Lady Elgin,
Patron of Furniture Plus; Alison Brown,
General Manager of Furniture Plus;
Suzanne Watson, Sales & Operations 
Co-ordinator of Furniture Plus; 
Gail Jackson, Assistant Manager of
Furniture Plus; Alan Mutter, 
Chairman of Furniture Plus; and 
Provost Jim Leishman 

BRAG ENTERPRISES LTD PROVIDES SUPPORT

TO BOTH EMERGING AND ESTABLISHED

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES IN FIFE, ON BEHALF OF

FIFE COUNCIL. IT OFFERS GENERAL BUSINESS

ADVICE AND SUPPORT, SIGNPOSTING TO 

FUNDERS, WORKSHOPS AND MENTORING. 

For more information, please call Graeme Ferguson

on: 03451 55 55 55 (ext 442416) or email:

graeme.ferguson@fife.gov.uk

THE CREATE IN FIFE FUND PROVIDES 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO CREATIVE 

BUSINESSES IN FIFE. THE FUND, MANAGED

AND ADMINISTERED BY BUSINESS GATEWAY

FIFE ON BEHALF OF FIFE COUNCIL ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT, OFFERS A 50 PER CENT 

CONTRIBUTION UP TO £500.  

To find out more visit: www.businessgatewayfife.com

or call: 01592 858333

Max McCance in his workshop 
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FIFE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE EVENT
Meet the Bidder
29 October 2015
Venue: Rothes Halls, Glenrothes
Cost: Member rate: £20 

non-member rate: £40
www.fifechamber.co.uk/events 

FIFE COUNCIL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
The Manufacturing & 
Electronics Expo 2015
7 October 2015
Venue: Kent Event Centre, 

Maidstone
Cost: Member Rate £45
www.manufacturingandengineering
expo.co.uk 

Procurex Scotland Live
6 October 2015
Venue: SECC, Glasgow
www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/
procurex-scotland-live-2015/

SDP - Expanding your
Marketplace
14 October 2015
Venue: Gilvenbank Hotel, 

Huntsman Road, Glenrothes
Register: www.sdpscotland.co.uk/
events-training

Advanced Engineering 
4 – 5 November
Venue: Venue: NEC, Birmingham 
Cost: Non Member Rate £20
www.advancedengineeringuk.com

SDP - Contract Relationship
Management
2 December 2015
Venue: Gilvenbank Hotel, 

Huntsman Road, Glenrothes
Register: www.sdpscotland.co.uk/
events-training




